January 20, 2012
Dear Parents:

Today is the end of the 2nd marking period and the first semester.  Report cards will be sent home on Wednesday, January 25.  We are halfway through the 2011-12 school year!
Wednesday, January 25, is a mandatory Parent Meeting at 6:30 p.m. in the Family Center for all parents who plan to enroll their children in St. Mary School for the 2012-13 school year.  At least one parent must attend.  Child care will be available in the Pre-K room.
There is no school Monday, January 23, for teacher Professional Development.  There is no boy’s basketball practice on Monday.  Tomorrow, Jan. 21, our 4th – 6th grade Boy’s Basketball Team will be playing four 16-minute games at Charlevoix High School beginning at 9:40 a.m.  They would appreciate support from their St. Mary family.
A complete schedule for Catholic Schools Week is attached.  There are some special notes about dress days, etc. that I will outline below.
Next weekend, January 28 and 29, begins Catholic Schools Week.  The celebration begins with Mass in our church, which is the center of Catholic life in the Charlevoix community.  When you attend Mass that weekend, please have your children wear their school uniforms to Mass.  All St. Mary students are asked to be a part of taking the gifts up at Offertory.   After Mass, the school children are asked to stand in the Gathering Space and hand out tokens of appreciation to all of our parishioners who support our Catholic school.  Sign-up sheets will be on the table outside of the Pre-K room so all Masses will have school families attending.  There will be cookies and punch in the Family Center after 5 o’clock Mass, and donuts and coffee/juice after the 9 and 11 o’clock Masses.  School families are asked to host at these gatherings.
 Has your child chosen their “Special Person” to invite to “Special Person’s Day” on Monday, January 30?   The dress for that day is “Sunday-Best Clothes.”  (No spaghetti straps or bare shoulders, and no jeans, please.)   The event will start with Mass at 11 o’clock, and lunch will follow in the gym.  The book fair will be open for browsing before and after lunch.

Tuesday, Jan. 31, the dress day is “Color Challenge.”  Each class is assigned a specific color to wear, and the class wearing the most of that color wins.  The color assignments are as follows:

Pre-K, Brown; Kindergarten, Blue; 1st grade, Purple; 2nd grade, Orange; 3rd grade, Green; 4th grade, “Rayder” maroon; 5th grade, red; 6th grade, yellow.  The color applies to clothes only.  No face painting or hair dye allowed.

Wed., Feb. 1, dress day is “Hawaiian Luau.”  Hawaiian shirts, flowered shirts, flowers in girl’s hair, jeans, khakis, jean shorts, or khaki shorts may be worn.  Hawaiian leis can be worn, (two is the limit.)

Thurs., Feb. 2, dress day is “Jeans and St. Mary Shirt Day.”   If you have any old St. Mary shirts which do not fit your child any longer, please bring them in to share with our new families.

Fri., Feb. 3 is “Pajama Day.”  Comfortable pajamas or sweat shirts/sweat pants may be worn. No thin or see-through material and no body parts should be seen through the pajamas.

The entire school is working on a week-long Service Project as part of Catholic Schools Week.  The students will be collecting items for baskets to be taken to the Homebound of St. Mary parish.  The classes have divided up items for the basket as follows:  Kindergarten, chap stick; 1st grade, stationery items; 2nd grade, playing cards; 3rd grade, note cards; 4th grade, tea bags; 5th grade, lotions; 6th grade, word puzzle books.  Each student is asked to bring in $1 during that week to purchase stamps to include in the homebound baskets.
At the Knights of Columbus Free Throw Contest last Saturday, the following students won in their age division and were awarded trophies.


Blaise Snabes, Boys Age 9

Ben Lentz, Boys Age 10




Michael Pearsall, Boys Age 11

Congratulations to our winners.  Students age 10 and above will compete in the next round at Gaylord St. Mary on January 29.
John Doskoch has passed the torch as “Chairperson of the St. Patrick’s Day Dinner” to a new generation of school parents.  If you had experience helping John in year’s past or would like to volunteer to chair this event, please let us know in the office. This is a parish fundraiser, but the proceeds go directly to the school.

With Catholic Schools Week approaching, reflecting on the importance of Catholic schools seems appropriate.  While Catholic schools shares certain beliefs and values in common with public schools, such as community service and academic excellence, when one describes a “Catholic school culture” it means that religious principles—not civic virtues—motivate Catholic schooling.  A public school might see as its ultimate goal to graduate persons of virtue.  By contrast, a Catholic School “transforms a person of virtue into a person of Christ.”  It is the goal of all the staff at St. Mary School to connect the school’s core values and beliefs to Christ and the Gospel intentionally, deliberately, and continually.  Authentic Catholic schools show a “Gospel culture,” that is, they are faith communities that intentionally connect what they do with the Gospel.  Building relationships:  student to student, student to teacher, teacher to parent, and parent to parent, is necessary to build a faith community.  I am asking you to participate with your child in Catholic Schools Week to make our relationships and our faith community stronger here at St. Mary School.
May God Bless Your Family This Week,

Nancy Philp, Principal

